
  

Vernon Park Church of God 

 

Rev. Jerald January, Sr. - Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Addie L. Wyatt - Pastor Emeritus 

9011 S. Stony Island Ave. Chicago, Illinois 60617 

Phone: 773-721-9011; Fax: 773-721-8959; Website: vpcog.org 

Illustration by China Harris 

And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, 

he gave up his spirit. 

     Matthew 27:50 
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To commemorate 55 years of ministry, Vernon Park Church of God is proud to present  

Ɂ ɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏɯÞÐÛÏɯ/ÜÙ×ÖÚÌɂ 
55 Years of History, 1955-2010.   

3ÏÐÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙÐÊɯÈÊÊÖÜÕÛɯÖÍɯÖÜÙɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɀÚɯÏÐÚÛÖÙàɯÐÚɯÕÖÞɯÈÝÈÐÓÈÉÓÌɯÍÖÙɯȜƖƔɯ×ÌÙɯÊÖ×àȭɯɯ 

Order yours today at the Purpose Place Bookstore. 

The future home of  

Vernon Park Church of God and the Rev. Willie T. Barrow Building  



Vernon Park Church of God 

Reaching Beyond the Walls Telecast Reaching Beyond the Walls Telecast Reaching Beyond the Walls Telecast    
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Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD. Praise the LORD.    

Sing to the LORD a new song, Sing to the LORD a new song, Sing to the LORD a new song,    

his praise in the assembly of the saints. his praise in the assembly of the saints. his praise in the assembly of the saints.    

Psalms 149:1 (NIV)Psalms 149:1 (NIV)Psalms 149:1 (NIV)   

Website 

Address: 

www.vpcog.org  

§ Monday @ 9:00 p.m., Comcast Cable Channel 19  

     (South Suburbs Only) 

§ Saturday @ 7:30 a.m., Chicago Cable Channel 25 

§ Saturday @ 9:00 a.m., TLN (check cable listing)  

Sunday School begins @ 9:30 a.m.  

Hearing impaired 

persons are invited to sit 

in the center section of 

the sanctuary for the 

best possible 

communication. Ushers 

can provide assistance if 

needed. Headsets are 

also available from the 

Media Department 

Service Times: 8:00 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.  

Procession  

Call to Worship  

Invocation 

Responsive Reading 

Welcome of Visitors 

Baptism (10:45 a.m., 1st Sunday only) 

Baby Dedication (10:45 a.m., 5th Sunday only) 

Musical Selection  

Pastorôs Updates/Prayer 

Musical Selection  

Declaration of the Word 

Altar Prayer 

Communion (1st Sunday only) 

Tithes & Offerings 

Benediction  

Order of Service Order of Service Order of Service    



Vernon Park Church of God 

Monthly Calendar 

Friday 

Thursday 

  6:00 ï 7:30  p.m.  Musicians Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
  6:00 ï 7:30 p.m.  Sign Language Staff Training (1st and 3rd Thursday) Room 121 
  7:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  CDC Board (1st Thursday, bi-monthly) Room 124 
  7:00 ï 9:00 p.m.  Trustee Board (2nd Thursday) Room 12 
  7:45 ï 9:15 p.m.  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
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Sunday  

Monday 

Tuesday 

Wednesday 

Saturday 

   

  7:30 ï 7:40  a.m.  Morning Prayer 
  8:00 ï 9:20  a.m.  Early Morning Worship Service 
  9:30 ï 10:30  a.m.  Sunday School 
10:30 ï 11:00 a.m.  New Members Orientation Class, Room 110 (2nd Sundays) 
10:45 ï 12:15          p.m.  Worship Service 
12:30 -   1:30    p.m.  Hospitality  (2nd Sunday) Room 110 
  1:30 -   2:30     p.m.  Ushers  (4th Sunday) Room 124 

 6:00 ï 8:00 p.m.  Ministry of Comfort (2nd Tuesday) Room 124 
 7:00 ï 8:30 p.m.  Women of Purpose Book Club (4th Tuesday) Room 124 
 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m.  Men of Destiny (2nd and 4th Tuesday) 
 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m.  Financial Ministry (1st Tuesday) 
 7:00 ï 9:00 p.m.  Worship Arts Ministry Rehearsal (1st and 3rd Tuesday) 

11:45 ï 1:00 p.m.  Daytime Prayer and Bible Study (Sanctuary) 
  5:30 ï 6:30 p.m.  Prayer Hour (Sanctuary) 
  6:00 ï 7:00 p.m.  New Members Staff (1st Wednesdays, bi-monthly/odd months) Room 124 
  6:00 ï 7:00 p.m.  Ministerôs Assembly (1st Wednesdays, bi-monthly/even months) Room 124 
  6:00 ï 7:00 p.m.  New Members Orientation Class, Room 110 
  7:00 ï 8:30 p.m.  Prayer, Praise & Power Bible Study (Sanctuary) 

 

  8:00 ï 10:00  a.m.  Genesis Group (1st Saturday) 
  8:00 ï   9:30  a.m.  Mission Workers (2nd Saturday) Room 110 
  8:00 -   3:00 p.m.  Day of Prayer (1st Saturday) Sanctuary 
  9:00 ï 10:00  a.m.  RBTW Training (2nd Saturday) Room 124 
  9:00 ï 10:00 a.m.  Deaconôs Baptism Class (1st Saturday) 
10:00 ï 11:00  a.m.  Deaconôs (1st Saturday) 
10:00 ï 11:00  a.m.  Security (1st Saturday) Fellowship Hall 
11:00 -    1:00  p.m.  Scouts, Fellowship Hall 
11:00 -    1:00  p.m.  Seniors (3rd Saturday) Fellowship Hall 
12:00 ï   1:30 p.m.  V.I.C.T.O.R.S. (1st & 3rd Saturday) Room 121 
  1:00 -    2:00  p.m.  Prison (2nd Saturday)  
  1:00 -    3:00 p.m.  Health, (3rd Saturday) Room 110  
  1:30 -    2:30 p.m.  Youth and Childrenôs Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
  1:30 -    2:30  p.m.  Transportation (4th Saturday) Room 124 
  3:30 -    5:00 p.m.  Praise Team Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

   



Vernon Park Church of God 

Responsive Readings Responsive Readings Responsive Readings    

April 3, 2011,  Matthew 26:20-30; "The Last Supper" 

 

Lead:  When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the Twelve.  And while they 

 ÞÌÙÌɯÌÈÛÐÕÎȮɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ3ÙÜÓàɯ(ɯÛÌÓÓɯàÖÜȮɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌÛÙÈàɯÔÌȭɂɯ 

Cong:  3ÏÌàɯÞÌÙÌɯÝÌÙàɯÚÈËɯÈÕËɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÛÖɯÚÈàɯÛÖɯÏÐÔɯÖÕÌɯÈÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙȮɯɁ2ÜÙÌÓàɯÕÖÛɯ(Ȯɯ+ÖÙËȳɂɯ 

Lead: )ÌÚÜÚɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ3ÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÚɯËÐ××ÌËɯÏÐÚɯÏÈÕËɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÞÓɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌÛÙÈàɯÔÌȭɯ 

Cong:  The Son of Man will go just as it is written about him. But woe to that man who       

 ÉÌÛÙÈàÚɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÕɯÖÍɯ,ÈÕȵɯ(ÛɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌɯÉÌÛÛÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÔɯÐÍɯÏÌɯÏÈËɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÌÕɯÉÖÙÕȭɂɯ 

Lead: 3ÏÌÕɯ)ÜËÈÚȮɯÛÏÌɯÖÕÌɯÞÏÖɯÞÖÜÓËɯÉÌÛÙÈàɯÏÐÔȮɯÚÈÐËȮɯɁ2ÜÙÌÓàɯÕÖÛɯ(Ȯɯ1ÈÉÉÐȳɂɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

 ÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËȮɯɁ8ÌÚȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯàÖÜȭɂɯ 

Cong:  While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 

 ÈÕËɯÎÈÝÌɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÏÐÚɯËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌÚȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ3ÈÒÌɯÈÕËɯÌÈÛȰɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÔàɯÉÖËàȭɂɯ 

Lead: 3ÏÌÕɯÏÌɯÛÖÖÒɯÛÏÌɯÊÜ×ȮɯÎÈÝÌɯÛÏÈÕÒÚɯÈÕËɯÖÍÍÌÙÌËɯÐÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÔȮɯÚÈàÐÕÎȮɯɁ#ÙÐÕÒɯÍÙÖÔɯÐÛȮɯÈÓÓɯÖÍɯ

 you.  This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the             

 forgiveness of sins.  

Together:   I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when 

 (ɯËÙÐÕÒɯÐÛɯÕÌÞɯÞÐÛÏɯàÖÜɯÐÕɯÔàɯ%ÈÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÒÐÕÎËÖÔȭɂɯɯ6ÏÌÕɯÛÏÌàɯÏÈËɯÚÜÕÎɯÈɯÏàÔÕȮɯÛÏÌàɯ

 went out to the Mount of Olives.  
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Scholarship applications for high school graduating seniors will be available 
starting April 03, 2011.  

 
Applicants must be a member of Vernon Park and an active  

    member of a Ministry.  
 

Mail applications to Vernon Park Church of God, Scholarship Committee, 
9011 Stony Island, Chicago, IL 60617  

Applications must be post marked no later than May 23, 2011  
Notification of Graduation forms are due May 23, 2011  



Vernon Park Church of God 

Responsive Readings Responsive Readings Responsive Readings    

April 10, 2011, John 13:1-ƝȰɯɆ)ÌÚÜÚɯ6ÈÚÏÌÚɯ'ÐÚɯ#ÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌÚɀɯ%ÌÌÛɆ 

 

Lead:  It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave 

 this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now 

 showed them the full extent of his love.  

Cong: The evening meal was being served, and the devil had already prompted Judas Iscariot, 

 son of Simon, to betray Jesus.  

Lead: Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from 

 God and was returning to God;  

Cong: so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his 

 waist.  

Lead:  ÍÛÌÙɯÛÏÈÛȮɯÏÌɯ×ÖÜÙÌËɯÞÈÛÌÙɯÐÕÛÖɯÈɯÉÈÚÐÕɯÈÕËɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÛÖɯÞÈÚÏɯÏÐÚɯËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌÚɀɯÍÌÌÛȮɯËÙàÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÔɯ

 with the towel that was wrapped around him.  

Cong: 'ÌɯÊÈÔÌɯÛÖɯ2ÐÔÖÕɯ/ÌÛÌÙȮɯÞÏÖɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯÏÐÔȮɯɁ+ÖÙËȮɯÈÙÌɯàÖÜɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÞÈÚÏɯÔàɯÍÌÌÛȳɂɯ 

Lead: )ÌÚÜÚɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁ8ÖÜɯËÖɯÕÖÛɯÙÌÈÓÐáÌɯÕÖÞɯÞÏÈÛɯ(ɯÈÔɯËÖÐÕÎȮɯÉÜÛɯÓÈÛÌÙɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÜÕËÌÙÚÛÈÕËȭɂɯ 

Together:  Ɂ-ÖȮɂɯÚÈÐËɯ/ÌÛÌÙȮɯɁàÖÜɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÞÈÚÏɯÔàɯÍÌÌÛȭɂɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËȮɯɁ4ÕÓÌÚÚɯ(ɯÞÈÚÏɯ

 àÖÜȮɯàÖÜɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÖɯ×ÈÙÛɯÞÐÛÏɯÔÌȭɂɯɯɁ3ÏÌÕȮɯ+ÖÙËȮɂɯ2ÐÔÖÕɯ/ÌÛÌÙɯÙÌ×ÓÐÌËȮɯɁÕÖÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÔàɯÍÌÌÛɯÉÜÛɯ

 ÔàɯÏÈÕËÚɯÈÕËɯÔàɯÏÌÈËɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓȵɂɯ 

 

There will be a Scholarship meeting  
Sundays April 17th and May 1st  

 after 10:45 am service  in the Fellowship Hall.  
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Vernon Park Church of God 

Responsive Readings Responsive Readings Responsive Readings    

April 17, 2011, Matthew 21:1-11; "Triumphal Entry"  

 

Lead: As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent 

 two disciples,  

Cong: ÚÈàÐÕÎɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÔȮɯɁ&ÖɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÝÐÓÓÈÎÌɯÈÏÌÈËɯÖÍɯàÖÜȮɯÈÕËɯÈÛɯÖÕÊÌɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÍÐÕËɯÈɯËÖÕÒÌàɯÛÐÌËɯ

 there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me.  

Lead: If anyone says anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them 

 ÙÐÎÏÛɯÈÞÈàȭɂɯ 

Cong: 3ÏÐÚɯÛÖÖÒɯ×ÓÈÊÌɯÛÖɯÍÜÓÍÐÓÓɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÚ×ÖÒÌÕɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛȯɯɯɁ2ÈàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ#ÈÜÎÏÛÌÙɯÖÍɯ

 9ÐÖÕȮɯȿ2ÌÌȮɯàÖÜÙɯÒÐÕÎɯÊÖÔÌÚɯÛÖɯàÖÜȮɯÎÌÕÛÓÌɯÈÕËɯÙÐËÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÈɯËÖÕÒÌàȮɯÖÕɯÈɯÊÖÓÛȮɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÈÓɯÖÍɯÈɯ

 ËÖÕÒÌàȭɀɂɯ 

Lead:  The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them.  They brought the donkey and 

 the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them.  

Cong: A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the 

 trees and spread them on the road.  

Lead:  3ÏÌɯÊÙÖÞËÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÞÌÕÛɯÈÏÌÈËɯÖÍɯÏÐÔɯÈÕËɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÛÏÈÛɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÚÏÖÜÛÌËȮɯɁ'ÖÚÈÕÕÈɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ2ÖÕɯ

 ÖÍɯ#ÈÝÐËȵɂɯɁ!ÓÌÚÚÌËɯÐÚɯÏÌɯÞÏÖɯÊÖÔÌÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÕÈÔÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ+ÖÙËȵɂɯɁ'ÖÚÈÕÕÈɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÏÐÎÏÌÚÛȵɂɯ 

Together:   6ÏÌÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÌÕÛÌÙÌËɯ)ÌÙÜÚÈÓÌÔȮɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÊÐÛàɯÞÈÚɯÚÛÐÙÙÌËɯÈÕËɯÈÚÒÌËȮɯɁ6ÏÖɯÐÚɯÛÏÐÚȳɂɯɯ

 3ÏÌɯÊÙÖÞËÚɯÈÕÚÞÌÙÌËȮɯɁ3ÏÐÚɯÐÚɯ)ÌÚÜÚȮɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÏÌÛɯÍÙÖÔɯ-ÈáÈÙÌÛÏɯÐÕɯ&ÈÓÐÓÌÌȭɂɯ 
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Palm Sunday is April 17th  

Resurrection (Easter) Sunday is April 24th  
Stay tuned for special services and performances by 

our Worship Arts Ministry and Sunday School!  



Vernon Park Church of God 

Responsive Readings Responsive Readings Responsive Readings    

April 24, 2011 Matthew 28: 1-10 "Jesus Has Risen" 

 

Lead: After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 

 went to look at the tomb.  

Cong: There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 

 the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  

Lead: His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes were white as snow.  The guards were so 

 afraid of him that they shook and became like dead men.  

Cong: 3ÏÌɯÈÕÎÌÓɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÔÌÕȮɯɁ#ÖɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÈÍÙÈÐËȮɯÍÖÙɯ(ɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯàÖÜɯÈÙÌɯÓÖÖÒÐÕÎɯÍÖÙɯ)ÌÚÜÚȮɯÞÏÖɯ

 was crucified. 

Lead: He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.  

Cong: 3ÏÌÕɯÎÖɯØÜÐÊÒÓàɯÈÕËɯÛÌÓÓɯÏÐÚɯËÐÚÊÐ×ÓÌÚȯɯȿ'ÌɯÏÈÚɯÙÐÚÌÕɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯËÌÈËɯÈÕËɯÐÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÈÏÌÈËɯÖÍɯàÖÜɯ

 ÐÕÛÖɯ&ÈÓÐÓÌÌȭɯ3ÏÌÙÌɯàÖÜɯÞÐÓÓɯÚÌÌɯÏÐÔȭɀɯ-ÖÞɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÛÖÓËɯàÖÜȭɂɯ 

Lead: So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his  

 disciples.  

Together:  2ÜËËÌÕÓàɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÔÌÛɯÛÏÌÔȭɯɁ&ÙÌÌÛÐÕÎÚȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯ3ÏÌàɯÊÈÔÌɯÛÖɯÏÐÔȮɯÊÓÈÚ×ÌËɯÏÐÚɯÍÌÌÛɯÈÕËɯ

 ÞÖÙÚÏÐ×ÌËɯÏÐÔȭɯ3ÏÌÕɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯÚÈÐËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÔȮɯɁ#ÖɯÕÖÛɯÉÌɯÈÍÙÈÐËȭɯ&ÖɯÈÕËɯÛÌÓÓɯÔàɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙÚɯÛÖɯÎÖɯÛÖɯ

 &ÈÓÐÓÌÌȰɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÛÏÌàɯÞÐÓÓɯÚÌÌɯÔÌȭɂɯ 

ATTENTION VERNON PARK MEMBERS WHO ARE 

CURRENT OR RETIRED POLICE OFFICERS AND 

 FIREFIGHTERS!  
 

The monthly bulletin will pay tribute to you in the May 2011 edition.  Please get your 

photographs (in uniform only) to Brother Rick Nelson no later than Tuesday April 19th. 

We will take regular prints or digital photos.   

 

Send your digital photos to mediaministry@vpcog.org 
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Vernon Park Church of God 

People You Know 

Brother Robert McKay has been a member of Vernon Park Church of 

God since 1961.  Both he and his brother who was in real estate found the first edifies of the 

church at 74th ȫɯ"ÖÛÛÈÎÌɯ&ÙÖÝÌȭɯɯɁ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÑÜÚÛɯÛÞÖɯÙÖÖÔÚȭɯɯ6ÌɯÊÓÌÈÕÌËɯÐÛɯÜ×ɯÈÕËɯÉÌÎÈÕɯÏÈÝÐÕÎɯ

ÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯÛÏÌÙÌȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯ(ÛɯÞÈÚɯÈÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕɯÞÏÌÙÌɯ5ÌÙÕÖÕɯ/ÈÙÒɯÏÌÓËɯÐÛÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯ2ÜÕËÈàɯ

ÚÊÏÖÖÓɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ,Ê*ÈàɯÞÈÚɯÐÛÚɯÍÐÙÚÛɯÚÜ×ÌÙÐÕÛÌÕËÌÕÛȭɯɯɁ$ÝÌÕɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÏÌÕɯÞÌɯÒÕÌÞɯÎÙÌÈÛɯ

ÛÏÐÕÎÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÐÕɯÚÛÖÙÌɯÍÖÙɯÜÚɯÉÌÊÈÜÚÌɯÞÌɯÞÌÙÌɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÈÕËɯÛÙÜÌɯÛÖɯ'ÐÚɯ6ÖÙËȭɂɯɯ%ÖÙɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÖÍɯàÖÜɯ

who are not aware, Brother McKay lost his sight due to glaucoma.  As he began to lose his sight, 

he started making preparations by walking through his home with his eyes closed.  In 2001, 

,Ê*ÈàɯÓÖÚÛɯÏÐÚɯÚÐÎÏÛɯÊÖÔ×ÓÌÛÌÓàȮɯÉÜÛɯÕÖÛɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÏÌɯÔÈÙÙÐÌËɯÏÐÚɯÞÐÍÌɯ,ÈÜËÌȭɯɯɁ(ɯÚÛÐÓÓɯÙÌÔÌÔÉÌÙɯɯɯ

ÚÌÌÐÕÎɯÏÌÙɯÞÈÓÒɯËÖÞÕɯÛÏÌɯÈÐÚÓÌȭɂɯɯ#ÌÚ×ÐÛÌɯÓÖÚÐÕÎɯÏÐÚɯÚÐÎÏÛȮɯ!ÙÖÛÏÌÙɯ,Ê*ÈàɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕÚɯÏÐÚɯÍÈÐÛÏɯÐÕɯ

&ÖËɯÞÏÖɀÚɯÈÓÓÖÞÌËɯÏÐÔɯÛÖɯɁÚÌÌɯ×ÈÚÛɯÛÏÌɯËÈÙÒÕÌÚÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÎÏÛɂȭɯɯ'ÌɯÈËËÚȮɯɁ(ɯÏÈÝÌɯÕÌÝÌÙɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌËɯ

five minutes of depression because of my vision because God makes it possible for me to adjust to 

ËÐÍÍÌÙÌÕÛɯÚÐÛÜÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɯ1ÌÎÈÙËÓÌÚÚɯÖÍɯÔàɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕȮɯ'ÌɯÐÚɯÎÖÐÕÎɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÍÖÙɯÔÌɂȭɯɯ'ÐÚɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɯ

with his wife Maude began as an innocent lunch date.  They had such a good time on that lunch 

ËÈÛÌɯÛÏÌàɯÉÌÊÈÔÌɯÎÖÖËɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚȭɯɯ$ÈÊÏɯÏÈËɯÉÌÌÕɯÔÈÙÙÐÌËɯÉÌÍÖÙÌɯÈÕËɯÞÌÙÌÕɀÛɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËɯÐÕɯÎÌÛÛÐÕÎɯ

married again.  That very special friendship lasted twelve years before the Lord began working on 

their relationship. Four months later, they were married.  Over the years Brother McKay has worn 

a number of hats for the church.  He served as Sunday school superintendent, Sunday school 

ÛÌÈÊÏÌÙȮɯÛÙÜÚÛÌÌɯÉÖÈÙËɯÔÌÔÉÌÙȮɯËÌÈÊÖÕȮɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÌÙɯÈÕËɯÏÌÓ×ÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÈ×ÛÐÚÔɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌÚȭɯɯɁ(ɯËÐËɯÑÜÚÛɯ

ÈÉÖÜÛɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÜÙÊÏȮɂɯÏÌɯÚÈÐËȭɯɯ 
 

Recently, all of us lost a dear friend and stalwart of the church, Brother Jerome Dandridge.  To 

Brother McKay, Dandridge was not only a brother -in-Christ, but a brother -in-law.  Every Sunday, 

ÛÏÌàɯÞÖÜÓËɯÞÈÓÒɯÜ×ɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÐÙÚɯÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÊÏÜÙÊÏɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌȭɯɯɁ-ÖÞɯÌÝÌÙàɯÛÐÔÌɯ(ɯÞÈÓÒɯÜ×ɯÛÏÌɯÚÛÈÐÙÚȮɯ(ɯ

ÛÏÐÕÒɯÖÍɯÏÐÔȭɯɯ6ÏÌÕÌÝÌÙɯ(ɯÕÌÌËÌËɯÈɯÙÐËÌɯÏÖÔÌȮɯÏÌɯÞÈÚɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɂɯɯ.Õɯ2ÜÕËÈàÚɯ,Ê*ÈàɯÌÕÑÖàÚɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

ÍÌÓÓÖÞÚÏÐ×ɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÚÈÐÕÛÚȭɯɯɁ.ÏȮɯÏÖÞɯÎÖÖËɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÛÖɯËÞÌÓÓɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÉÙÌÛÏÙÌÕɯÐÕɯÜÕÐÛàȭɂ 

Robert 
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Vernon Park Church of God 

People You Know 

Titus 

Titus serves with the Vernon Park Church of God Watchmen along with his father Minister 

1ÖËÕÌàɯ3ÜÊÒÌÙȮɯÓÌÈËÌÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ6ÈÛÊÏÔÌÕȭɯɯɁ(ÛɀÚɯÍÜÕɯÍÖÙɯÔÌȭɯɯ(ɯÓÐÒÌɯËÖÐÕÎɯÐÛȮɂɯÚÈàÚɯ3ÐÛÜÚȭɯɯ'ÐÚɯËÈËɯ

ÈËËÚȮɯɁ3ÐÛÜÚɯÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÚÛÜËÐÖÜÚɯÈÕËɯÕÖÛÐÊÌÚɯÌÝÌÙàÛÏÐÕÎȭɯɯ'ÌɯÐÚɯÝÌÙàɯÈÓÌÙÛɯÈÕËɯÈÞÈÙÌɯÖÍɯÞÏÈÛɀÚɯɯɯɯ

ÎÖÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÈÙÖÜÕËɯÏÐÔȭɂɯ'ÐÚɯÔÖÛÏÌÙɯ3ÈÙÚÈɯËÌÚÊÙÐÉÌÚɯÏÐÔɯÈÚɯ×ÙÌÊÖÊÐÖÜÚɯÈÕËɯÈËËÚȮɯɁ'ÌɯÉÙÐÕÎÚɯÚÖɯ

ÔÜÊÏɯÑÖàɯÛÖɯÖÜÙɯÓÐÝÌÚȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÌßÊÐÛÌËɯÛÖɯÚÌÌɯÞÏÈÛɯ&ÖËɯÏÈÚɯÍÖÙɯÏÐÔɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÒÐÕÎËÖÔȭɂɯɯ/ÈÙÛɯÖÍɯ3ÐÛÜÚɀɯ

duties includes opening the doors and greeting members and guests as they come to church.  

Before church services he helps Pastor January with his bags into the church.  And for his    

outstanding service, the Special Events Committee made him an honorary member.  Titus    

enjoys dressing up to praise the Lord and fellowship with church members.  He also takes part 

in the Sunday School Easter program.  Titus is a second grader at Willow Elementary School in 

Homewood.  His favorite hobby is playing video games.  His favorite video game is basketball.   
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Vernon Park Church of God 

Ministry Spotlight 

V.I.C.T.O.R.S. stands for Voices Inspiring Christian Testimony of Redemption and Salvation.  

The name and acronym was coined by the late Rev. Anthony Biddings who aspired to get this 

ÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÚÛÈÙÛÌËȭɯɯ(ÛɀÚɯÈɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯËÌËÐÊÈÛÌËɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÚɯÞÐÛÏɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯÖÍɯÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÊÌɯ

ÈÉÜÚÌȮɯÍÙÖÔɯÔÈÙÐÑÜÈÕÈɯÈÕËɯÈÓÊÖÏÖÓɯÛÖɯ×ÙÌÚÊÙÐ×ÛÐÖÕɯËÙÜÎÚȭɯɯɁ ÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÛÏÈÛɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÚɯÊÈÕɀÛɯÊÖÕÛÙÖÓɯ

ÖÙɯÏÈÝÌɯËÖÜÉÛÚɯÈÉÖÜÛȮɯÞÌɯÏÌÓ×ɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ5ȭ(ȭ"ȭ3ȭ.ȭ1ȭ2ȭɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɂȮɯÚÈàÚɯ#ÌÈÊÖÕɯ/ÈÜÓɯ ÓÚÛÖÕȮɯ

ÞÏÖɯÚÌÙÝÌÚɯÈÚɯÓÌÈËÌÙȭɯɯɁ6ÌɯÛÙàɯÛÖɯÎÌÛɯàÖÜɯÈÞÈàɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÊÌÚɯÈÕËɯÓÌÈËɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÈɯÓÐÍÌɯÖÍɯ

ÚÈÓÝÈÛÐÖÕȭɂɯ3ÏÌàɯÔÌÌÛɯÛÞÐÊÌɯÈɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÛÖɯÚÌÙÝÌɯÛÏÖÚÌɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÝÌɯ×ÙÖÉÓÌÔÚɯÞÐÛÏɯÚÜÉÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÈÉÜÚÌȭɯɯ

Persons who need help have an opportunity to express themselves freely and find the help they 

ÕÌÌËɯÍÙÖÔɯ×ÌÙÚÖÕÚɯÞÏÖɀÝÌɯÉÌÌÕɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÐÛɯÉÌÍÖÙÌȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯ5ȭ(ȭ"ȭ3ȭ.ȭ1ȭ2ȭɯÛÌÈÔɯÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÚɯÖÍɯ#ÌÈÊÖÕÚɯ

/ÈÜÓɯ ÓÚÛÖÕɯÈÕËɯ#ÈÙÙàÓɯ1ÖÉÐÕÚÖÕɯÈÕËɯ2ÐÚÛÌÙɯ#ÖÕÕÐÊÌɯ)ÖÏÕÚÖÕȭɯɯɁ3ÏÖÚÌɯÖÍɯÜÚɯÞÏÖɯÏÈÝÌɯÎÖÕÌɯ

through it before have an obligation to God to reach back and help those who are going through 

ÐÛɯÕÖÞȭɯɯ6ÌɯÈÙÌɯÖÜÙɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÒÌÌ×ÌÙȭɂȮɯÚÈàÚɯ/ÈÜÓȭɯɯ$ÝÌÕɯÛÏÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯÔÐÕÐÚÛÙàɯÚÌÙÝÌÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÈÕÖɪ

ÕàÔÐÛàɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÞÈÕÛɯàÖÜɯÛÖɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɀÚɯ.*ɯÛÖɯÚÌÌÒɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÓ×ɯàÖÜɯÕÌÌËɯÛÖɯÉÌÈÛɯÈËËÐÊÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɯ

Meetings are held the first and third Saturdays of the month from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm, but will 

extend that time to help people who need help with their addictions.  In addition, persons who 

have loved ones who are going through problems with addiction can come to the meetings to 

ËÐÚÊÜÚÚɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÊÖÕÊÌÙÕÚɯÈÕËɯÙÌÊÌÐÝÌɯÏÌÓ×ȭɯɯ/ÈÜÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÞÈÕÛÚɯÛÖɯÌÔ×ÏÈÚÐáÌɯÛÏÈÛɯɁÞÏÈÛɯÎÖÌÚɯÖÕɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯ

ÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɯÚÛÈàÚɯÐÕɯÖÜÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎÚɂȭ 
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Vernon Park Church of God 

Stress seems to know no boundaries affecting children, teenagers, college students and the elderly and 

there are just as many causes including: crime, violence and other threats to personal safety, peer     

pressures that lead to substance abuse and other unhealthy lifestyle habits, death of a loved one, social 

isolation, loneliness, financial, work, family responsibilities, personal health concerns, housing costs, the 

economy and relationships.   

There are physical and mental symptoms of stress we need to be aware of in order to help    

diffuse our stress levels if they get too high.  Physical symptoms may include (but not limited to): fast 

breathing, increased heart rate, tense muscles, insomnia, or the desire to sleep more than usual;         

increased or decreased appetite, chest pain, restlessness or nervous energy, increased anger, cold 

sweaty hands, weight gain or loss without diet, neck, back or muscle spasms. (For a complete list go to: 

ȿ3ÏÌɯ$ÍÍÌÊÛÚɯÖÍɯ2ÛÙÌÚÚɀȯɯhttp://www.stress.org/topic-effects.htm).  Mental Symptoms can range from emotional 

changes, focusing on the negative and constant negative thinking, to anger, constant mood shifts and 

lack of concentration.  If you are experiencing any of these symptoms, please notify your doctor as soon 

as possible.  

The best way to relieve stress is to experiment with what works best for you. Further, think in 

terms of a complete wellness program which encompasses both physical and mental strategies. Most 

importantly, check with your doctor before you add anything to your regimen:  

Changing your approach on how you view the difficulties, negative thoughts or events in your 

life can elevate you above stress. How do you change your approach?  Mentally declaring and focusing 

ÖÕɯ&ÖËɀÚɯÉÓÌÚÚÐÕÎÚɯÐÕɯàÖÜÙɯÓÐÍÌȵɯGratitude is an instant stress buster.  

Take frequent deep breaths and mini breaks especially when you might be feeling out of control.   

It is helpful to remember that even though it may not be evident at that moment, there is always a    

solution.  

Laughing is another great stress buster! Because studies show such wonderful health and stress 

relief benefits to laughter  and even the anticipation of laughter, we should all work on getting more 

giggles into each day.  

Scripture:  1 Peter 5:7 ɬ The New Living Translation:  

Ɂ&ÐÝÌɯÈÓÓɯàÖÜÙɯÞÖÙÙÐÌÚɯÈÕËɯÊÈÙÌÚɯÛÖɯ&ÖËȮɯÍÖÙɯ'ÌɯÊÈÙÌÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯàÖÜɂ 

 

April is National Stress Awareness Month  
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Vernon Park Church of God 

Wedding AnniversariesWedding AnniversariesWedding Anniversaries   

 

James and Elizabeth Hicks ï 62 years, April 16
th 

Charles and Annette Cain -13 years, April 19
th
 

Robert and Sheree Jones ï 9 years, April 20
th
 

R. L. and Rose Mary Tucker ï 13 Years, April 28th 
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Vernon Park Church of God 

Announcements 

Vernon Park Church of God is pleased to announce its 

SECURITY BOND PROGRAM  

To finance the building of our new church  

in Lynwood, Illinois  
 

You can invest with as little as $250.00 

Interest rates up to over 7% 

 

�+�H�U�H�¶�V���\�R�X�U���R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\���W�R���S�D�U�W�L�F�L�S�D�W�H���L�Q�� 

building our new church while getting a return on  

your investment! 

 
For more information, contact the church office 

(773) 721-9011 
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Attend the Vernon Park Church of God 

HEALTH FAIR  
Saturday April 16th from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 


